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ports to get any supplies we might need on the way
to Guam. Their English crews, including the offi-
cers, with the spirit of true seamen, agreed not only
to stand by their ships, but welcomed the prospect
of an adventurous cruise. In order to have some
one aboard who understood naval tactics and signals,
an officer and four men from the squadron were de-
tailed for each vessel.

Now, with all preparations complete, we awaited
the arrival of the Baltimore. Had the morale of the
squadron for the next two weeks not been of the
highest standard, it might have been ajffected by the
reiterated statements of the Hong Kong papers that
the strength of the forts at Manila and the extent
of the mine fields at the entrance to the bay in con-
nection with the strength of the Spanish naval forces
made Manila quite impregnable. The prevailing
impression among even the military class in the
colony was that our squadron was going to certain
destruction,

In the Hong Kong Club it was not possible to
get bets, even at heavy odds, that our expedition
would be a success, and this in spite of a friendly
predilection among the British in our favor. I was
told, after our officers had been entertained at dinner
by a British regiment, that the universal remark
among our hosts was to this effect: "A fine set of
fellows, but unhappily we shall never see them
again." sending them to English, Japanese, or Chineseder had actually no base to fall back
